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Martz Conference June 12, 2015
An init iat ive of  Resources Legacy Fund
Never Let a Crisis Go to Waste
Discussion Outline
Historical Water Development
Current Challenges & Opportunities
Groundwater and Beyond
Historical Context
Swamp and Overflow Act
Central Valley Flood System
Water System Development
California Water Systems
90% of annual runoff 
occurs in 40% of the state
Los Angeles Aqueduct (1908) 
California Water Systems
Hetch Hetchy Aqueduct (1913) 
California Water Systems
Mokelumne Aqueduct (1926) 
California Water Systems
Colorado River Aqueduct (1933) 
California Water Systems
Central Valley Project (1937) 
California Water Systems




All had unintended 
consequences







Uncertainty due to climate change
Addressing the Challenge
Achieving sustainable water management through: 
 Integrated Water Management
 Groundwater Management









Half Dome March 19, 2011
Half Dome March 19, 2012
Half Dome March 19, 2013
Half Dome March 19, 2014
Half Dome March 19, 2015
40% of supply in an average year; 60% in dry 
Critical part of integrated management
Flexible source for storage and use
Groundwater in Context
Several decades of increasing use
 Reduction in surface supplies




Reduced water for species
Reduced surface supplies
Increased drilling/pumping costs
Increased costs for taxpayers, business, farmers
Problems With Overdraft
CWF Groundwater Efforts
Develop and Protect Leadership








Media Statistics:  
Editorials and Op-eds
 18 positive editorials statewide
• 4 supporting groundwater reform
• 12 supporting specific legislation
• 2 urging Governor to sign bills
• 4 million print impressions, 31 
million online
 13 positive opinion pieces 
published
• 5 by Groundwater Voices
• 4 by Lester Snow
• 4 by other supportive orgs, 
individuals
• 750k print impressions, 1 million 
online
Media Statistics:  
News Articles
 More than 70 articles 
mentioned California Water 
Foundation efforts to reform 
groundwater policy
 More than 130 positive 
articles posted to 
Groundwater Voices website
 More than 200 million print 
and online impressions 






CWF Steering Committee Outreach
CWF Recommendations
Groundwater Policy
Several decades of increasing use
 Reduction in surface supplies
 Hardening of demand
Increasing landowner conflicts
Groundwater in Context (Cont.)
Definitions
Local Empowerment









Time Frame for Success
Time Action
6/30/2017 Formation of GSAs
1/31/2020 Completion of GSPs in critically
overdrafted basins





Implementation of GSPs under 
local management
Taking these actions shields local managers from state intervention
Time Frame for Success
Time Action
6/30/2017 Formation of GSAs
1/31/2020 Completion of GSPs in critically
overdrafted basins





Implementation of GSPs under 
local management







Drought Pressure and Conflict
Integrated Water Management
